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By many who approached his place
Of landing, but saw not his face;
For he had but one ship, no more.39
He saw great crowd upon the shore.
And to avoid and circumvent
The mob, straight to the palace went.40                                    5So
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But when King Richard did arrive,41
There was vast throng did surge and strive
To see him disembark; old, young,
Wise men and gay were in the throng
That never yet the king had viewed.
To see him the whole multitude
Was eager, for his bravery.
And he came in such majesty
That all the sea around was filled
With galleys, where were seamen skilled                                590
And men-at-arms, bold, dashing, gleaming,
With pennants and rich banners streaming.
When the king's ship approached the bank,
His barons and his knights of rank
Met him and led his steeds of war,
Which transport-ships had brought before.
He mounted, with his retinue,
And those who saw said that a true
And mighty king was such an one?
Well fit to hold dominion.                                                     600
80 Philip's fleet was never as large as Richard's, and we know from Roger of Hove-
den (III, 39-40) and the Gesta (II, 113) that he had asked Richard for five galleys
when the English king was at Portofino and that Richard had offered him three which
he refused. Ibn al Athir (p. 41) says of Philip's arrival at Acre that: "He was not ac-
companied by as great a number of troops as the Christians had expected, having only
six great ships." The same author reported Richard's fleet at Acre as twenty-flve great
galleys (p. 43).
40 Roger of Hoveden (III, 54) says that he was most honorably received by Mar-
garit, the admiral, and Jourdain du Pin, and was escorted to the palace of the king in
Messina, where he was to lodge.                                                                                           *
41 Richard arrived at Messina September 23, 1190 (Gesta^ II, 1255 Roger of Hove-
den, III, 55 j Ralph of Diceto, II, 84).